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Interior designer Elsa Soyars installed a lavender grasscmth embelli-Sad with silver grommels in this tvadmmm‘ entr
2014 Color of the Year, Radiant Orchid. Below, purples, pinks

BY MICHELLE TRAURING.

nterior designer Elsa Soyars stood in the foyer
of the Pratt Estate—a nearly 7,000-square-foot
Colonial Revival in Glen Cove—with a mission.

She would do anything but what was expect-
ed. This traditional entryway needed some

edge.
Inspired by the fashion world, Ms. Soyars
dressed the space in a lavender grass cloth
embeliished with silver grommets, injecting a

taste of rock and roll into the late 19th-century

estate once built as a wedding present for Standard Oil
heiress Lydia Pratt. From October 26 through Decem-
ber 1, her vision opened up “Home is Where the Heart
is," an inaugural Designer Showhouse benefiting the

American Heart Association

Four days after the Showhouse closed its doors, Ms.
Soyars heard a surprising announcement. Color au-
thority Pantone had just declared Radiant Orchid its
Color of the Year—a purple almost identical to the
grass cloth she had used in the Glen Cove mansion.
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from both blue and red, two 3 (

dlamummll\, opposed colors, i
mood-wise. When they result in
purple, there is g mystery at-
tached to it, she said.

And it is not immedi ately ob-
vious what the color means, she
continued.

“Is (it more calming and col-
lected, like blue, or m(m- ex-
citing, like red?” Ms. Eiseman
posed. “That is part nnhv fasci-
nation for this color. That is part
of the intrigue, as well.”

Radiant Orchid has a vibran-
cy about it, a rosiness and a
strength, according to land-
scape designer Roxine Brown,
though she doubts it will trick
le down to her industry. After
all, lavenders, pinks and blues
are already fixtures in horti-
cuhurhfmm the Fascination
dahlia and Nicky phlox to Mod-
em Pink lythrum to Angel Mist
Plum angelonia, she said.

“I come from the fashion
world, where Pantone was one
of the major color forecasters
we looked at, but I wonder how
many landscape designers actu-

ally know about Pantone,” Ms.
Brown, founder of Harmonia in
Bridgehampton, said last week
dunng a telephone interview.
“Most people don't even know
what Pantone is. In gardens,
you're bound to the colors of the
plants that are available. Maybe
there will be a stronger empha-
if they're aware of the color,
like I am. It's piqued my interest.

Hints of Radiant Orchid in the rug complement the similarly colored
hrow. R RIENTAL WEAVERS RUGS

It's gorgeous.”

Because Pantone’s announce
ment was just last month, Radi-
ant Orchid’s impact will rema
1o be seen, as color trends can
sometimes take years to gain
traction, explained Hampton
Designer Showhouse Producer
Tony Manning last week during

a telephone interview. Tanger-
ine Tango from 2012 was huge in
tashion this past year, but never
quite landed in interiors.

He doesn't believe that will
be the case this time around
though, he said.

In last year’s Hamptons De-
signer Showhouse, two rooms
prematurely hinted at Pantone’s
newest selection with vibrant
pinks and purples mixed with
popular neutrals and grays, he
recalled.

“Once it gets to three, it's a
trend,” he said of the color selec-
tion used by the designers this
past year. “We didn't quite have
three, but we're on our way. This
is what's so great about show- |
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soft. In the end, she knew she
had only one option.

“l cant quite explain it. It's
what 1 felt in my heart” she

like how the tangerine was two
years ago. Most everybody can
relate to blue and green and

ender or purple-y tones feminine, that just what
I'm into. I was channeling this color. I wanted to do
something that wasn't so predictable. And there’s a
certain beauty o this color. A lot of people, especially
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different shades of blue
ple and pink undertones, and ushers in a new school tone roadd §
of thought, according to Pantone Color Institute Exec- !
utive Director Leatrice Eiseman.

This year is all about imagination, creativity, origi-
nality and confidence, she explained last week in an
email, which can be an empowering presence in a
-ated world,

t Orchid itself represents a certain degree of
complexity, Ms. Eiseman said, because it descends
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